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The purpose of this study was to exaaine the social 
support network of aethers with high risk infants and the relation 
between suTOort and aother-infant interactive behavior. Two issues 
were investigated: who gave what kind of su^^rt to the aether as a 
function of her infant's birth status; and the relation between type 
of support and sMther-infant interaction in risk and nonrisk dyads. 
Subjects were 90 infants and their aethers who participated in a 
longitudinal study on the consequences of high risk birth. Infants 
were classified hf aaturity and health into four diagnostic groups: 
healthy and sick pretera and healthy and sick tera. Faailies 
participating were all poor, inner city residents of Mew York City. 
Sixty-five percent were Hispanic and 28 percent were Black. The 
reaaining seven percent were Caucasian. Results indicate that the 
niadMr of persons giving support and the type of support given is 
related to the health status of the child at birth. This differential 
support aay aediate the aether's interactive behavior with her infant 
during thc^ early aonths of life. Support to the aether of a sick 
infant, whether that support involves goods or services, seeas to 
positively reinfcrce the aether's behavior toward her infant, 
facilitating aore proxiaal and less distal interaction during the 
early aonths of infancy. (RB) 
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Abstract 

Ilia patten of aocial sa^nt as nyertad by aothara vitb Mfb rlA is- 
f aiita and tba galat l ona liip b a twa a n anppoct and laf aat parant intacaetiOB 
asasipad* Data on tba s»baflr of paraooa 1*0 pcovidod gooda, aaxvieoa* aMeo 
and f iaaacial aopport to aotbara vltb altbar a baolcby protaxs, aieb pmon, 
baaltby tarn or aleb tan lafaat vara eoUoetod mm wolX as data oa aotbar- 
iafaat lataractlva babavlora at tbraa aantba of aga. Tba data ranraalad tbat 
■otbars of aiek pratass iafaota raportad xacaMsg tba laaat antfbar of goods 
and aotbara of alek lafaats raportad racatviag tba Xaaat aarvieaa. Ibara awa, 
alao, aigalf leant ralatioaa ba twaau typa of sapiiort and wtbar-infaBt babavlor 
at tbraa aoatba. Ovarall* aotbara raeaivlas gooda vara aora pcoKiaaX with 
tbair lafaata vblla aotbara raealviag aarvleaa spaat aora tlaa playiag altb 
tbalr tb ra a a o ot b olda. ttotbara of alek Isteta abo raport aora paopla giving 
sarvleaa vara aora proaiaal to tbalr infant* afaila aotbara of vail infanta «bo 
raport aora paopla giving aaxvieaa vara aora playful. Tba data ravaal tba 
ralatiflB b atiia a a bl|(b rlak blrtb and poataatal illaaaa on tba raapeaaa of tba 
aotbar's soelal natoorfc and oa bar intaraetioa vltb bar infant. 
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Tte rcUtlMMhi^ bttwa i soetsl myporfc* infaiit risk status 
nd fwfTwr^tiifiBt intsnetioQ 

Ths purpoM of this study was to mxtmhm tlw nstnrs of ths social s^ 
port natwDZfc of aotiMrs with high risk infants sad thm xaUtion betwasa sop- 
port and notliar-iafant intaraetiva Mavior. Two immmm vara iavasticatad: 
First, alie sava abat kind of airport to tha aotlier aa a fanctioa of bar infant's 
birth stataa; and aaeond, tht ralntion batMaa tjrpa of aopport and nothar- 
infaat intarsction la riah and noaritffc dyada. 

lha iaportaaca of aaelal aatwia c ha for providiag aaaiatanca daring a eriaia 
baa tean a aiAJaot of eontiaaad isvaatisation Onhtk & Bogga, 1975; Cibaon, 
1972; UtMk ft Ssalangi, 1969s Saaaasa. 1953). Dapanding on «ba natvxa of tba 
criaia and tba typa of straaa, dif facaat groopa such as nai^l^ora, friands* or 
kin hava baan eba aniad to provida a aa i at aa ca Oitmk & Ssalan^, 19ft9). For 
asaapla* aaiiliborB and friaate avs aoia Ukaly to giiFs halp in tba fofn of 
aarvieaa for day to day problsaa of abort duration. Kin am aosa oftaa tha 
onaa irtio gtva aaaiatanea ia a^or eriaaa aach aa raeovacy fraa iUaaaa. Ha^ 
iavaatii^toca bava nocad tiait aMppuit alao varias aa a fanetiaa of aocial elaaa 
with tba aiddla daasaa provldiag aapport in tba f ons of aooay. or gifts and 
uoxfcing dasa aapport osal^ in tba fbra of aarvieaa (Adaaa, 1964; loaarovkay, 
1967; Laa, 1979; Schorr, 1960; TxoU, 1971). 

lha birth of a prataia or aick iafaat ia adnovladgirf as a atraaafal 
avaat (Backaith ft Cobaa, 1978; GAli^rg, 1979; Holaaa, Hagy. Slayadkar, Soaaoaaki. 
Mas. ft Faataxaakt 1982). Farsara iaitially anat daal with tba poaai&la 
■ortality of thair naiAom infant* as nail aa with prolongad h^ltalisatioa and 
tba poaaibility of si i b ss nu s nt dauslopasntal problm. Xa thia ragaxd, Kba 
f& pe nm of tba aocial aataark aasaa craelal. lalativss nd frlaate any ha 
baaitaat or aama aa to tba typa of an^ort thay » provida to paraau aboaa 



Social mp po rt ' ^ 
3 

Infant aay or aay not Urm or iiIiom Vlrtb egnditioo nay Xwid to a devaXopHantaX 
handicap. Tkm raapooaa of tka aoelal na tw o r k aay aupport tha aotliar during 
thaaa ntxaaafnl parloda or* lack of raapooaa aay laolata tha aothar. ▲ raemt 
atndy hy Crlnlc, GraaiAarg* Bagoalat Kobiaaon. and BaAm (1983) lllnatrataa 
tha rola aodal auppert My play in modliHug atraaa anrroondlng tha hlrth of 
a high rlafc Infant. Matamal Ufa atraaa» aoelal 8upport» Ufa aatlafactloa 
and aa t l af actlon with parantlag wtra ■aaaiaad in aothaza of fratam md foU 
tara Infanta. In addition, aothar-lafant intaraetlva hohavior warn olia a r ra d 
aban infantt vara four acmtha of aga. Both dagraa. of atraaa and aodal aopport 
alffiificaatly pradictad latametlva b^bavlor. Ifothara alth graatar aodal 
aupport vara «ora poddaa In thair atdtudaa and intaraetion alth thair infanta. 
Thara aara, hoaavar, no dif faraneaa hataaan tam and pratan dymim, 

Tha aaopla of i^tara infanta in tha Crinic at al. (1983) atndy vara 
raportad to hava no aajor wBdicol c o a p U c a ti ona. Haa of a haalthy pretaxa aaapla 
aay ba ooa raaaoa for tha lack of pratara/tara dlffaraacaa in that attidy. 
Fradooa raaaarch haa found that hl^ rlak infanta lAo w ^< alck in tha poatnatal 
period are aora irdtihla and laaa raapoadaa than infanta alth f aw aidlcal 
coBplicatlona (Flald, 1979; taana, fte* & Laaia, 1983). Badng a alck hi^ 
rlak infant nay ecoaiteribly alt«r tba raaponaa of tha aodal nataork and tha 
laval of atraaa of tha parantt. It tharafoia aaaaa iaportaat to iovaatigata 
dif faraneaa in tha pattam of aodal aup port and ita ralatlon to aotharHbafant 
lnt^»ctlon batiiaan hig|i rlak infanta ate are haaltby and thMa abo ai^ariaaca 
atdical co^pllcatifltta la tha fwianiafal period. 
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^ tt^Jcets of thii stody «m 90 iafaata and thmix aoclMrs 
lAo vmcticS9t9d la m loagltadiaBl mtntf oa tte coBMqnmees of hi^ risk birth. 
Tht lafaM «m eXaasiflod Mtnrlty and b«atb into four diagaeotl^ snmpo: 
boatlQr Md sick prctATo and baaXthj aad sick tan. AU tlM infaafcs fxo-a the 
four gni«pa aiMhltad no oMooa eoagaaltal or groaa aMologleaX abaoraaUtlaa. 
Forey^aiz iafaata 1*0 wra awh hora itLth a faocatioaal aga of lasa tlMa 36 aaaka 
aa Maaorad hy tha Moaita ana (DiAoaita, Moaita, & Coldharg. WO), aho 
•iaglatoa birth aad apprapriata for dataa aad aha aaia laaa thn 2200 gtmm in 
iwilkt aara Inrlad o d ia tha pr^tam gnmp. tamtf of 4« pcatom iafaata 
ttp^riflocad raapizatoiy diatraaa ■jiidiuao (BD6) ia Cho irffaraotel pariod 1 
aaoigaod to tha miA pratan groi^. BD6 mm daf iaad by a cterwtoriotie 
a-rty aad at laaat thraa of tha f oUoaias fo«r eritaria ahiiA aaxa obaan 
•iatiag bayoad fdar hoara of lifas 1) ra^iratery rata graatar tlva 60 braatha 



ERIC 



6 



Social support 
5 

per minate; 2) trndtrntory gmatlBg; 3) diMt wOl rocraetlfla»; 4} cyanosis 
iriiils brssthing roos air. Tlia asan birth wsiglit for tlia sick pretam group was 
1AU.04 (8D • 403.30) and tha naas gaatatiooal aga aaa 31.3 (SD - 2.8). Tmrntr- 
mix of tlw prataxB infanta axparlancad no BD6 or poatnatal aedical ccnplieatioaa 
and vara aaaignad to tba iiealtfay pratacn grosqp. Tha vaaa blrtb vaigbt of this 
group «sa 1781.8 (80 « 324.4) and tha naan gaatatiooal aga ana 33.1 (SD - 2.6). 
Thm tan aopla co nai at ad of 44 infanta; 20 tan infants oadaxaant birth 
aapfajxia daring tha poatnatal paried (aick tan grm^ Z birth aai^ • 3337.6, 
SD • 633.2). Birth aapkyada «aa dafinsd with tha following critaria: 1) Apgar 
aeora of 4 or laaa at 5 aiantas; 2) raspirstery ar ^iataaea for a of four 

hours and 3) avidanca of ■stabollc aeidoaia (p& laaa than 7.2 in blood gaa daring 
tha firat hoar of lifa). Thaaa lafanta van asaigiwd to the aicfc tan gronp. 
The renaining 24 tan infanta wan all healthy with Apgar acoraa of 9 or 10 at 
five nimttaa and vara a s s i g ned to tha healthy ten group S birth weight « 
35ff.3.0. SD • 589.7). 

Hothera who had given birth to a praten infant or a aicfc ten iafent vMra 
contacted two to these daya after the birtii of their child. At that tin tha 
acopa of tha longitudinal atndy waa. praaeated to than and thair signed consent 
WAS obtained. Ihe groep of healthy ten ii&faars and their aothera wee aelected 
f ran tha general neonetal population of tha ease hospital fm abich the high- 
riafc infanta wsra obtained. Mothen of thess infsnts wen astchsd with nothsrs 
of tha three riak groupa according to iama, eeeupation, and education of both 
paranta aa well aa faaily sise and ethnicity. Analyaea by diagnoatic group of 
infant showed no diffexanees in perental education, age, nrital atatua, occupa- 
tion, ineowe or fanily sise. 
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Tbm fnUlas la this study varc all poor» iaanr city rMidcnts of B«v 
York City. Sizty-fiw p«re«nt «m Hltqiwiic in ctfaaicity vbllo 28Z wra BUcii. 
The TCMialas 7Z CmacmUm. Hoot of tho trndUm wort nU la oiso 
coBpriood of faoAnd, vifo» aod two cblldroB (iadndiag tho iTfaat ia tlio 
■tody). Mothors and fatbm «m oa tlw avorage 27 «ad 33 yoara of age 
roapoctl^y; both paxaats had aa cvarago of 12 yaars of adacatfaa. Tha wjorlty 
of tha faalllaa had at laaat oea aaad»ar ate aaa aaiOoyad, aad had Uvad at thair 
enrraat raaldoaea for at laaat ana yaar prior to tha hirth of tha lafaat ia 
this atndy. Iha axtaat to ahl^ aataorka of tha dlayioatlc gmpa vera dlff araat 
prior to our ^aarvatioaa aaa oot peoalbla to dataroiaa. 

Itoforh latanrlaa 

At tfaraa aeacha, lafaat aad aothar cane to tha lahoratory for a datailad 
naorological, paychologlcal aad ■adicil ■aaeaiiiaut At that tlaa* tha wthars 
ware latarvlaaad coacaraiag tha aatara of thair aoclal aataorfc ad tha type of 
aupport they had racalvad ia the peat thraa smtha. A atai^ard qnastloonaira 
waa adalalaterad. iadividaally* to aach aothar (la- tha IngBage of her cholea» 
Spaalah or Bagllah). A aariea of ^aaatioaa ware aokad to provide iaforvtloB 
Ml idw gava idwt fclad of aapport. Vithla aach of foar catagoriM of aupport 
(goods* senrleae, anaey, aad advice) tha aothar aaa nked to aaae any peraon, 
thair rdatloaahip to har (e.g.. relative, frlaad. aalgltor, ^-worker) and ahat 
was glvaa. Tha aothara vara glvaa a ^teacrlptloa of tha type of aopport for 
each category: Goods (a.g., elothiog, famltare. haby si^pliaa); Sarvleaa (a.g., 
haby-8ittisg» hooaebold chores); Advice (e.g., aedieal, paraatiag iaforaatioa, 
SBotioaal); aad Plaaaeial (i.e., aaoaat of aoaay). Thaaa foor eoataat eategorlea 
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ftm darivad froa pilot iataMan vhieb mn opra-«ad«d rad iaqnlnd abotit 
tlM sources oi auiataaea aochen of jprotozB iafaats T«e«i«o4 ood ■nraod to 
Mtch tiM arou eomad fcy otter raaaaxctero (a,g., Laa, 1979). The setter 
reported tte Identity of any peraeo ate say teve proridad aeeh kind of aaalataQca. 
After tte aotter ted coi^eted ter liat ate aaa ateya a^Md If ttere aw anyoiia 
eUa ate could thixk of 1*0 ted provided eealatance ia a eatetoiy. Tte iBteatloe 
of tte Isterviev was to provide a ■aeaora of tte range of eappurt tte wtter 
received. It did not tep directly tbm aotlwra perception of tte ade^tteey of 

la tlOa report «a focaa en tte centritetiona of fetter, relatlvna» and 
f rlanda tecaaae tteee cate|orlee «f pe^e were reported altli anf f ieiint f r»- 
qoeney to provide reU^le date far aaalyaia. Tte catafory mitled "reUtivea** 
ia a eo^MMUe acore derived fran tte aaa of aU tte tr'udparenta, aanta, eaelna, 
eeoaSna, ttet ia all kin of nitter tte fatter or setter, k "Wal anater of 
paopU** eatesory «aa nlao aend and eonaiatedof tte an of aU peraena reported 
by tte natter aa gMag a parHmlar kind of anpport. Tte "total people" 
category ttee iaelnded feally nte fca r i, relatlved. frinnda, naigteora» aad any 
otter perseoe aack aa co w ar ka m, clergy or godperente ate aere reportad 
tte aetker to give Mppoct. Tte "friende" category ana tte aan total of persaoa 
reported by tte aotker ee a frinad. 
Metker^lnfaitt Tj^m^^ iag at Tkme Montte 

An part of tbnir t kme m mtk a aaeawaat notk«r and infant anm videoti^ 
together for a 15-nlante a eii lnn . Motfaem anra iaatmctad to one tte tiae to 
play or care for their iafaatn en th^ nozaally aoold at hsM. A ataadard eat 
of play naterlala ana Mde avnilakla. Ite vidaotapea nam cbded ai^ a kefcavloml 



dMcUlat by ofeaenrers iialT« to tbe lafaat Urth history. Ibe checklist, do- 
vBlopod hy LmIo and T — y^int i r (1974) aUowsd bohsvler to bo eodod cvosy 10 
■oeoBdo oceimoneo, iwlfltl e n or foopoooo. Bummxj miMhlm wm csoipatod 
item the disczote iafant mA ■otezool bdbovlors. A coapleta description of the 
coding BBthod sttd discrote snd smery b^wviozs is presented in Greene* ot si. 
(1983). the sowry Mssoros used 
bSh»nor» distal behevior sb4 plsy belwrior. 

Bsralts 

Infant Risfc Ststos id the MethMr's Sopoogt BetsoA 

table 1 presnts ths aesn mnbsr of poi^le U.S.* father, relativea, frlMda) 
^ gave each type of sappert (l,e.» fooda, aarviees* ad^rieo, sad aeoay) by the risk 
atstoa of the infant and for tha ^feotal aa^a. b genas^^ ^fe<oaa aU typaa of 
OTpport, the data ravsalad, that. reUtivea sobs ths ps^ls aest oftsn asatisosd, and 
serosa all cstegoriaa of people, gooda waa tlM type of aapport given nost fro- 
^twntly. Analyse of yar±m»c» with infant natarlty (pxetsxB/tsm) snd bMlth 
status (sidc/hesltfa;y) ss fscten sm psrf ozMd for osch typs of sspport olth ths 
nonbsr of people who gave support ss ths dspsntat asssors. Ihs resalts of these 
snslyses revsalad aignificaat af fscts for gsei*^ ssrviess hot not for sdviss and 
may. A signif Icsnt nain effect of natority vaa foond for the gooda cstsgoxy 
such that aothers of torn infsnts raportsd aers people giving goods thn aothsrs 
of pretezB infanta ^(1,86) - 5.24, £ < .03). This min effect m ^aallfisd 
hy the aignif icant intezMtion of oaturity and heelth on totel mober of people 
giving goods Q;(l,86) • 4.33, £ < .05). Mothera of aick tern infants reported 
the nost people giving goods lAils nothsrs of sick pretem infsnts r^ortsd ths 
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fmmmt people givliig gooda (SclielSar£ < -OS). A greetor nunber of f rinds were 
r^rted to gi'vo goods to tho torn conparod to tte prstem groi^ Q[(l,86) * 4.54, ~ 
£ <'.03). This asiB sffsct ms also qoalifiad a sigoificaiit intaraetlon of 
aacority and baalth (F(lt86) • 9.90. £ < .03). Hm aick pratara group reported 
f ever friends giving goods conyared to the sick tam group (Schef f e, £ < .05) . 
Finally* the eatagory of sarvleaa «aa related to health 
status of the dnfant. ttm snbar of pelrseas giving 

services mvealed a signlflcsnt asia affect for health (£(1»86) - 4,08, £ < .05) 
with aothers of hsalthy l&faats rep«Mrtiag aore people giving services than 
aothars of infanta uIm vera ill in the poatantal period. 

Xaaart Table 1 about here 

Meteoric Suoiwi t. tofant Kisk Characteristics sad Maternal Briiavior 

Tn. order to evsaliw the relatifln of infant hlxth status and netuoxh vari- 
ablaa to aatemal behavior* stepviee regruMioB snalTsaa vera condoetad. Initially 
correlations b s t wae n social su pp o r t variables, infant eharacteriatlcs (geatational 

birthueii^t, poetaatal cooplicatioas score) sad aatemal behavior vera c«a- 
puted la order to i d en t i f y significant relatiLcns batueeo tSbmm variables for the 
regression snalysas. The no^er of si girl f1 pant eorrelationa betseea three aatexaal 
sosnary bebaviora (prosiaal contact* diatal contact* and pl^) and the sup po rt vari~ 
ables oceaded'the number sspaetad by ebaoiea and these significant relations vere 
avanlitad is the ragresstsn snalyaas. -Ths vvriablaa of gaatatioaal^ age and postastal 
caspl ie a tioBs score (7Cg> tmtm alee utilised in the regreasion ahalyMs aa ladlees 
of infant birthratstoa. Slgfaac fCB ecorae indicated greeter number of aaltcal 
c^licatlona in the postnatal period. Three typea of regression analyses ware 
paxforaed. 
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Iq the first mt of rcgreMioa analyve* Mch of the iMtvork ymriablas 
HM ontored atcpwiM as a pradictor of aatamal babavior for fJia aliola snple. 
tel7 total mabar of pcopla giyiag t^ods and total, nobar of paeple giTiag 
sarvicas accoyntad for a sl|tiitf:teaBt portion of tha variaaea in aaeh of tba tliraa 
«at«nial svmary bahavlors* and tham sabaaqusat aaalTsas focnaad on tbaaa rela* 
tlons. In tba aacond sat of taiBmsion aaslysas ths aatwrk ^variablas of total 
paopla giving goods sad total paspla givlag aaxrieaa almg vitb lafsat gestational 
age end tha iafaat FCS weza aatarad atapwisa mm predictors of sMtaraal behavior for 
the total ssspla. in the third aet of saalysaa, saparata lagresaion analysaa were - 
perfo n ss d for the soplc split on iafaat health statoa. la theae snalyaaa tha 
network variablaa and Infant gestational age were used aa predictors of aatamal 
behavior. In tha folleviag aaction* the reavlta of tl^a tagraasloo aaalyaas are 
presaatad by aataraal ootcoas behavior for tfas total saapla foUowsd by reaulta 
for the sick snd healthy groope. 

Wetemal Proarfaal Behavior 

For tha total saopla, atepsiae regreeaioB saalyass indicated that tha total 
nniber of people giving gooda aas the beat predictor of proxlfl«l Batamal ba- 
hsvior. Total paopls giving goods accounted for 13Z of the variance In satamal 
prosiaal b^vior (S^ " .35, £(1,85) » 11.90, ^ < .001). Bone of tha other 
predictor variablaa (either total peraoos giving services , infant gsatational 
age or PCS) alone or in coabinatioo accoonted for a signlficsnt pmrtioa of the 
variance In aetema3 preadaU. b^iavlor. The data ii^icated that Bothers nibo 
reported aore pf jiving goods spent aore tiae In proxiaity to their infsat. 

Vhan the analysaa w.«.e repeat^ Mparately for the sick and healthy groups, tha 
relation between total peraena giving goods and aatamal proxlaal behavior wn 
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nplicated OteUi - .37, FU.W - o.43, £ < .02; Sick: - .35, 
F(l,41) - 5.54, £, < .02) . Howmr, tlw data also x«np«al«d that, for the alck tec 
not tha haaltlky l&f aat group, total paeple glvlBg aacyieaa accoootad for 12S of 
the TBTlaaca in Bataraal praadaal b^avl'vr (R^ » .35, F(l,4l) - 5.63, £ < .02). 
Mothars of alck Infanta, vho z«portad nore paopla gMng aarvlcaa, vere mora 
ITOdBal to thalr Infant dtsrlng the fxaa play Interaction. Geatatlocal age 
alone or In co^inatlon vlth either of the network varlablaa did not accooat for 
additional algnlflcaat vaxlanee In natamal prozlsal behavior. 

Platal Mmvior 

For the total aanple* tiie atepwlae regreaaloa analyala revealed that total 
people giving gooda vaa the beat predictor of netezaal dlat^ behavior accounting 
for 13Z of the verlanee (R^ - .36, £(1,83) - U.04, ^ < .001). Selther of the 
infant varl^blaa nor the other eup p ort variable alone or in coeMnatlon accoonted 
for 1 algnlf leant portion of the variance in aatemal dlatal behavior. Ihna, 
nothera idio reported aore paople giving goode were leaa dlatal fron their infant 
daring the Interaction aeaalon. 

The predictive relation between total people giving gooda and Batemal 
dlatal behavior teld tree for both the alck (R^ « .42, F(l,41) - g.79, ^ < .01} 
and the healthy (R^ - .29, r(l,40) - 3.95, £ < M) grovpa althoogh tte xelatlon 
la ntrooger for the alck (18Z of the variance) than for the healthy group W 
of the variance). Bo other netvork variable or birth atatua variable alone or 
in co^inatlon aceouatad for a algalflcant portion of the variance in netemal 
dlatal behavior. 

Flay Behavior 

For the total aaaBpla, total people giving aervlcea la the beat predictor 
of natexnal play b^Uiavior* accounting for 14Z of the variance (R^ « .38, 
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F(l,83) - 13.67, 2 < •001). Holtlwr Infant gaatatlonal age, PCS, or the net- 
work variable total people glvlas goods, alone or in edBbinatlim aceotmtad for 
a slgnlf leant portion of the variance In oetexnal pSiy baliavlor. 

Ifiien tba alck and healthy soplea were aaalyaed aeparately the relation 
batween total people glvins services and Bstemal play behavior reaalned for the 
healthy bnt not the sick group. For the healthy 8roi9» total people giving 
services predicted 23Z of tte varluMe in tpfgrael play behavior (S^ - .48. 
F(l»40) - 12.23, 2 * •001). Bone of thi?>predlcter variables accounted for a 
significant portion of the variance in eatemal play behavior for the sick groi^. 

Infant Salle 

Althougli the maber of slgnlf leant relatione be tweeu network variables 
and infant behavior were few and did not exceed the aawber eaq^ted by cheace, 
the data revealed a strong relation between total people giving services and 
infant s&ile behavior. Stepwise ngnaaion analysis for the entire ssnple 
(using infent gestational age» F^, and total pe^le giving eupp o i - t as predictors 
end infent snlle aa outeoae) revealed that both PCS and total people giving 
oervlces accomited for a significant porti<3n of the variance (R^ » .47. F(2,82) « 
11.56, 2 < .001). FCS accooated for 15Z of the variance wblle totel people 
giving services eccounted for en additional 6Z of the variance in infant aalle. 

liben the analysis were r^cated for the sick and healthy groups aeparately, 
the relation between postnatal coopllcations and eervlce aiy po rt wea clarified. 
For the sick group, total ma^r of persons giving services did not account for 
a significant portion of the variance in infant asUe. Bather, Infant gaatatlonal 
age was the best predictor of infant mUs (S^ > .31, Fa,41) ■ 4.42, 2 < •04). 
Aaong Infants lAo were sick, the aore aature the infant the greater the frequency 
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of niling during tbm Intaractlon. For tbm haaltfay group tht coabinatlon of 
gootAtiuiwl ago and total persona giving snvlcoa best pxedicted infant nlla, 
accoimting for 27Z of the ▼arlaaee - .51, F(2.39) - 7.05, 2 < Gesta- 
tional age accounted f or 15Z of the varlaaee in infant aidla btbavior viille total 
people r^ortod giving aervices -significantly aceoimtB for saother 12X. These data 
indicate tliat^ for infants idio did not auf far postnatal eeaplicatloas in the 
postnatal period, ■atuxity at birtii and nnater of people xeperted to give 
services accounted for a algnificant portion of the varlnce in infant flBlle. 

Diacuaalon 

The purpose of this study uas two fold: first, to describe, for a hlglt- 
riafc population, the type of support and the mnber of persona «ho gave support, 
SB r^rted by the aether; and aacond, to exniaa the relation betseen airport 
snd the mother's behavior toward her infant. 

Social Support and Birth Statue 

The results of this study suggsst thst infant birth atatua la related to 
the social support of the nother. Overall, gooda was the type of aupport nost 
often given end relatives sere the group of persons aost frequently **«!flTnifil 
aa giving aupport. But, infant birth atatas aediated tbmm general findinga. 
Specifically, having a pranature infant and especially a alck praten infant 
was reUted to the msabmr of peraona giving gooda. Hothars of alck praaature 
infanta rsported fewer frlenda and fssar total people giving goods thsn Bothers 
' the other groups. Ths tsnooos statue of the sick pretem say contribute to 
this pettem of support. Sick pronature infanta Bay be perceived as nora 
fragile and laaa viable during the early wmtha of life and people nsy be aoze 
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reluctant to glva glfta in rjidh an uneartaln aituatloa. In turn* aotlkera of 
aick pretezB infant j may fed aoze iaolated froa tlieir at^port netvork. Thia 
«ay be reflected In the aother'a report of aot receiving aa nmy gooda (i.e.» 
hmbj aoppliea or preaenta) aa nothera in the other groi^a. Mothera of alcfc tare 
infanta, hcwever, reported the largeat mater of people giving gooda. In their 
ceae, the Infanta nay he perceived aa liJcely to aurvive their ni**^tv and people 
nay be villing to glva au^ort to than. 

Servicea* in the aenae of baby alttiag or henaa care, vtj repreaent a aore 
ottgoinit type of aupport idiieh reqoirea aore interperaoaal interaction beteeen 
ao-her md aarviee proviter. Vhila pzeaatvrity atatna did net influence the 
aadbrnt of peraona reported giving aervlMa, health of tba baby eea related to 
total peraona reported giving aervicM* Motbira of aick infanta r^orted fceer 
peraona giving aervicea than aothera of veil Infanta. Thia finding aoggeata 
that Botfaera of aick infanta aay be at-riak for the Unda of atreaa that covld 
aaka then feel laedeqnate aa aottant (Battle, 1974; Kegan, Tyler, & Turner, 1974). 
Sick infanta aay aaka aore wmanal a*:*! freciuaat caregiving daaas^da. Previooa 
data have revealed that infanta eho eere ill in the poetaatal period were leaa 
affectively reaponaive, ■ailing leaa and crying aore than healthy infanta 
(Greene, et al., 1983). Thua, aothera of a.iCk infanta aay have received itmx 
aervicea vhen in fact they aay have n te de d help in order to adequately caze for 
their infant and aaintain a aenae of aall-being. 

Since, data on the aupport network prior to the infent*a bixth vaa not 
collect^ in thia atudy, cautiim anat be noted in aakiag inferencea about the 
relation betveea infant birth atatua and the aoeial airport ayatea. It ia poa- 
aible that aupport netvorka differed by infant riak category prior to the infant* a 
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birth «ml cli.t thM dtff«««iK»s m refUetad in the curmt data. BoH«v»r, 
aotb^n in thia .ai^>l« did not dl£f«r on d««raphic char«:terl.Uc. kmi to 
ba ralatad to natvork Ftraetiiia (a.g.. SSS or tmily eoapoaltioa) radwdiig tha 
poaalblUty of tht laf loaaea of pta-mtid aatmk diaractarlatica. 

Social SupBort and tha Mothar-Infant Inf 

Varlatloaa la social awert and lafaat birth status sanad to b^ ralatad 
to thraa aa|»cta of cha aoihar'a Intaraetli^ baharlor ulth bar laf«.ca: hor 
pradMl. dlatal nd play btfiavlor. Total paopla raportad givlas geoda w 
coBSlatantly ralatad to proslnl aatanul btfiairlor. Irraapactlva of althar 
tha haalth or aaturlty i f tha lafaat at birth, aothara rq>ortliig Mira paopla 
giving gooda apaat vora tlaa in proodiilty to tiwlr lafaata Airiag tha lataractlon 
aaaaloD. Bacaat raaaarch hu daua<,ratad fliat for tha vary yooag Infant projriml 
rathar than hiatal atimUtlon 1. ralatad to Infant copaltlv. and aoclal d.*1op«nt 
(Coata. & L«rta; 1W4). Pr«dtaal ati-^lan Inclada. cartglvlag bahavlora and 
Iwrolvaa taetlla and klna^thadc atimUtiaa. Stodlaa hava fooad that aothara 
of alek bl^ rlak infanta fraqoBBUy aagas. m thaaa prorlwl b^havlora <cf . 
<^nmm. at al.. 1983). Frovlaion of gooda nay provlda tha aotbar with 
»Mdad aappllaa and act an acknoif.adgeMat of bar infant aa part af tha aoclal 
nataorfc. Hothara of sick hl^ rl^ Infanta any ba ancouragod by tha provlaloa 
of gooda to cara for tbalr infanta. 

Total paraons raportad giving aarvleaa was alao ralatad to aatanal pnsinal 
fc«bavlor in tha alck infant groop. Altiioag^ aothara of alck lnf«ta. and par- 
ticularly alcfc pratan Infanta, My ba mt at-rlak for raeaiving naedad aarvleaa. 
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these that xeeel'ved these eexviees wexe mam likely to provide prodasl stint- 
let ion to their Infsnt. Ageia, provisim of support to e aother of e sick 
lafsat Bsy reef fin her feith thet her iafent viU sunrive sad encourage her 
caretsklng hehevior. 

Mstezaal distal behavior is observed aoet frequently at three nonths 
oong nothers of sick pratexa Infants (DiVitto ft Goldberg, 1978; Greene, et al., 
1983). Seoe nothers asy viae their infant ss fragiXs vhils othsrs a«y find 
it difficult to Interact vith a less than totally responsive infant. In the 
enrrent study, distal behavior vas affected by total persons reported giving 
goods. Ths nore people a aother reported ea giving gooda, the less distal 
behavior ediibited during the interaction. Importantly, thia relation vea 
strengeet for the aethers of sick infsnts, dcaonstratiag sgala that receiviag 
goode froa the eodal nacsork a^ reeffixa the infant's ^^ovary. 

The aother's plsy bshavlofr wee aoet etrongly related to total persons 
reported giving ssrvicee. Mothers reporting e large maher of persons giving 
services spent aore tiae In plcy interaction. Howeve r, tbim relation vma 
strongest for the heeltby infsnt grot^. Am reported earlier, aothers of heelthy 
infants reported aore people giving e«rvices than aotters of sick infants. 
Theee services any serve to free up the aother's tiae so thst she aey concentrate 
on her Infant. Tims, it is not surprising thst aothsrs rscsivisg theae services 
play aore vith their infents snd thet heelthy Infsnts, ishose aothers report aore 
people giving services, sails aore during ths interactim. 

The data presented above deacribe a ce^lex pettem beteaen the type of 
eocial support, the infant* a birth status and the aother's interective behavior. 
At the center of this pattern' in the infaat'a heelth status during the postnstal 
period. The data sesa to indicate sn interaction bstwsen infent health status, 

ERIC ^ ^ 



Social ffup^rt 
17 



reapooM of the socIaI notwork to that otatus and tba aotlwr** behvrior. In tha 
caaa of lafaata ite vara vary ill in tha poatnatal parlod (tha aick pratara 
group) tha raaponaa of tha satvork ia cantioiis (laaa gooda, and laaa frlaada 
giving gooda). Thla «aa aaa oc lat ad with laaa proodaal and sora diatal babavlor 
on tha part of tha nothar. Kmn the natMorfc raapeadad aora poaltlvaly to tha 
birth of a aick infant (providing gooda and aaxvlcaa) thla aas aaaoclatad vlth 
incraaaing preodnal and dacraaalng diatal natanal Miavlor. Thua. tha aocinl 
nat«9rk*a raaponaa nay ha aaaa aa a wadlafing factor in hl^ rlafc infant-notfaar 
intaractlOB (ef. Croekadbarg» 1981; Mbnraub & Wolf, 1983). 

MiUa thoaa data daacrlba tha mabar of parsoaa giving airport and tha 
type of aopport glvan aa r^ortad hy tha nothar tlMy do not addraaa tha ii^ortant 
laaua of aatamal aatlafactloa vlth tha aopport. Oth«r atndlaa (e.g., Crinlc» 
at al., 1983) have danmatratcd the ii^rtaaca of aatamal aatlaf action in lala- 
tloD to Bodal aopport. Tha currant data althoi^ finding algnlflcaat relations 
beteean ainibar of peraona giving aopport and aatamal behavior aay be nt^^^i* 
in uaing only aothar'a report of nvnbar of peraona and type of a up p ort and sot 
the degree of aatlaf action with that aopport. 

In aoa, the reaulta indicate that tbm aot2wr*a aoelal ntvorfc la related to 
tha health atatna of the child at birth ia tha n^ar of peraona giving airport 
and the type of airport given. Thla dlffarantlal au pp o r t aedlate the 
aother'a interactive behavior with her infant during tha early aontha of life. 
Support to the aothar of a alch infant, ahathar it be gooda or aarvlcea, aaaaa to 
poeltlvely reinforce the aother'a behavior toward l»r infant, facilitating aom 
proxliol ai^ Icea diatal interaction during the early aontha of infncy. 
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Father .OS .08 0 0 

Ralatlvea 2.59 2.29 2.8S 3.41 

Friends 1.90 .75 2.85 1.50 
TOTAL 
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.03 .59 .54 .65 .58 

2.79 1.22 1.13 -95 1.63 

1.70 .36 .20 .35 .25 
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.30 .08 0 .09 0 .0 

.94 1.27 1.45 1.67 1.75 1.5, 

.37 .60 .19 .52 .61 .4 
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XABLB 1. Mean madb«r of pw^e reported to 
8ive aupport by type of aupport by 
diasDOBla and for total aa^le. 
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